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an intervie ook
o in early June 1947 between the envoy to Spain of the Republican exile
government's Defenae Minister Julio Jus%, and Li. Colonel Higual Palasciog,
aenbsr of the CHT and one of the leaders of & republicen militery group which
wooperates with the ANFD. Just's envoy had arrived in Spain shortly afler
\ the constitution of the Llopiscabinet with the mission of Lronamitting
information to Just on the situation of any existing orgenisation of republican
militeary men, Information on the Spanish army and of %rying %o establish a
republican military orgunization to be at the orders of the exile poverne
weat.® During the course of this interview, Palasios said that the CNY. the
UGT and the wilitary men in his g-oup were under heary pressure from tha
British %o agree, in csse of a monarchist restoration through 2 soup d'stat,
to accept the instellation of the monarchy as a fait accomplia

Palacios said %hat his militaery group would not acoept a meriarchy instelled
by force. He added that the CNT and the UST were in ‘conplete agreement

with hie group on this peint, and thut they advocated +he aoliding

si .#ledbions - under the ausploes of a government of wide representat: .,
mesning one comprising all the anii-Pranco forsea, including the moner: sts.
fccording to Palacios, the Socialist Party was in accord with this posivion
28 well,

4. Palacios said that the orzapizetion of his group originsbed 5n prison, .ere,
without any definition of political tendemcy, all the members agreed tc form
2 group and to keep in touch with onme another. When the organizeation w.g
eff'scted, the warious political parties tried to attract the group inte
thelr orbit but without success, sincethe group's members, especislly tue
groressional zoldiers, did not wish to recognize any volitical authorit .
Palacios claimed that currently hia militery organization wax well set i,
@ith & chief end & staff in each region of Spain. He also claimed to I .z
the necessary men to szsume commend in all the echelons. dJusb's eNnvoy WAB
iuniined %o doubt the lzat two statements.

4. About mid-June, Palacios said that i% had besn sgraed that he should g0 G
"range to confer with Just. He hinted thathis orgenization had besn

25X1A6a 3 Eg;mmm)}jx It was reported previously that Palsciocs snd his

wilibary group had decided to nlace thenselves at the orders of the 25X 1 A2
dpenish Republican Goverpment-indkxile (seo |- Apperently, t.« g

plen was never put into sffect,
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negotiating with monarchist generals with regard to a coup d'etat to be
followed by a coalition government which would hold elections, and that it
was urgent for him to find out how far the Republican Jdovernment would go
toward giving approval and aid to the project. .

6. A few days later, another interview to-k place between Just’s envoy and
Palaclos, at which the latter received the assurance of the delerate from
France that the trip would bs finenced by thec exile government. Pelucios
saeid that because his provisional liberty status and his indictment by the
Masonry Tribunazl made it necessary for him to appear twice a month at the
offices of the DGS, 1%t would be most convenient for him to be in Franoe
between 24duly and 14 Auvrust.

6. Just’s envoy sasked Palacios what would be the attitude of his military
group in the event that the current efforts to achieve an a:reement betwsen
the ANFD and the Republicen Government-in-Exile were unsuccessful. After
some hesitancy, Palucios replied that he could not answer without consult ing
the group, but that e oleavaze in it wus likely. Asked what effective
control there was over the trade~union organizations, Palacios said that
the CNT Regional Committee of the Center estimuted that the CNT had some
100,000 members in MKadrid alone. Palacios admitted that moat of this
groupwere not militunts, and said that there were approximstely 45,000
CNT members in Spain who were ready for concrete action upon orders from
their leaders. He added that the CNT and the UGT were clinging together
for seif-preservation and that their support would go to whatever covern=
ment offered them the zreatest mar;:in of fresdom. He indicated that Le
thought the Republic should be sble to set this support and with it would
be sure of victory in & plebiscite. Palacios maintains that in losing the
Civil War, the Republic lost its claim to logitimacy.

7. dJust's envoy seid in late June that he had had conversations with Jenersl
denuel Matallens vomez, but that they had not been satisfactory. !Matallana
wasg, justifiably, suspicious of his interlooutor until the latter produced
& letter signed by Justsuthorizing him %o act as his delegate. Just had
expressed jreat confidence in Metellana as s person qualified to assume
leadership in eny rcpublican military orgenization which might be set up
in S8pain. Reportedly, a considersble number of military men who share
Matallana's conviction thst aaly & republic is emtitled legally to follow
the Franco regime look to Matallena for guidance. While Matallana expressed
willingness to cooperate with Just, he seemed to feel that there was little
that he could do imder the circumstences, because of the dangerof arre:it.
It was his position that the real espionare was in Paris and not insids
Spain, end that there was no way from Spain to prevent eny plans from
becoming, known. He cited the cases of Saenz Aranag und Sanchesz Cabezudo,
whose arrests he attributed to indiscretions on the part of persons in
Paris. He pointed out that a deterrent to action in Spain wus the fuct
that in order to survive, it waz necessary constently to consider one':
personal safety.

25X1A6a N Corsont:  Although the dissolution of the Llopis Government
materially affects the significuance of this report, it is believed no
be of sufficient interest to warrant distribution as it stands.
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